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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed on February 13, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation "said dynamoelectric machine 
sufficiently sized so that it can drive the shaft to start the internal combustion" has not been 
given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally 
not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the 
intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for 
completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See 
In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 
88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 4,961,403 to Kawaguchi et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,306,056 Bl to Moore. 

Kawaguchi et al. disclose the construction of an engine generator set (10) for a vehicle 
(12) comprising: 

an internal combustion engine (16); 
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a dynamoelectric machine (20) mechanically coupled to the internal combustion 
engine by a shaft (22); and 

a portable enclosure (14) in which the internal combustion engine, dynamoelectric 
machine and controller are housed. 
However, it fails to disclose: 

a dynamoelectric machine electrically coupled to a direct current source; and 

an autonomous range extender controller having at least one user input; 

wherein in response to a user input to the controller, a sequence of range extender 
operations is initiated including a first phase in which electrical energization is applied 
from the direct current source to the dynamoelectric machine for operation thereof as a 
motor to drive the shaft in rotation, a second phase in which the engine is activated for 
operation as a prime mover; and a third phase in which the dynamoelectric machine is 
activated in generator operation for providing electrical current to the vehicle. 
Moore teach the construction of a dual engine hybrid electric vehicle comprising: 

an internal combustion engine (12, 18) having an ignition circuit and a fuel supply 
circuit, each of these circuits coupled to a respective output of an autonomous range 
extender controller (Figure 6) having at least one user input (brake signal); 

a dynamoelectric machine (28) electrically coupled to a direct current source 
(Figure 1); 

a speed sensor (column 3, line 53) indicative of shaft speed, and an engine 
temperature sensor (column 4, lines 49-52), each of these sensors coupled to a respective 
speed input and temperature input of the controller; and 
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an inverter/converter circuit connected to electrical terminals of the 
dynamoelectric machine and to the controller, wherein the inverter/converter circuit is 
responsive to the controller to convert the direct current energization applied in the first 
phase to the dynamoelectric machine to alternating current for motoring operation, and to 
invert alternating current output of the dynamoelectric machine in the third phase for 
generator operation; 

wherein in response to a user input to the controller (column 5, line 50 to column 
6, line 63), a sequence of range extender operations is initiated including: 

a first phase in which electrical energization is applied from the direct 
current source to the dynamoelectric machine for operation thereof as a motor to 
drive the shaft in rotation, 

a second phase in which the engine is activated for operation as a prime 
mover, and 

a third phase in which the dynamoelectric machine is activated in 
generator operation for providing electrical current to the vehicle; and 
wherein the controller is: 

configured to output signals to the ignition circuit and fuel supply 
circuit for prime mover activation in response to signals at the speed and 
temperature inputs attaining respective threshold values, and 

responsive to a user termination input to apply an output signal to 
the fuel supply circuit to shut off the supply of fuel to the engine and, after 
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a preset time delay, to output a signal to the ignition circuit to terminate 
engine ignition, thereby to avoid engine backfire; 
for the purpose of providing additional driving torque to assist the first engine during periods of 
operation where increased levels of torque are required. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
use the engine generator set disclosed by Kawaguchi et al. on the dual engine hybrid electric 
vehicle disclosed by Moore for the purpose of providing additional driving torque to assist the 
first engine during periods of operation where increased levels of torque are required. 

It would have also been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to select a dynamoelectric machine sufficiently sized so that it can drive the 
shaft to start the internal combustion, since it has been held that discovering an optimum value of 
a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. In re Boesch, 617 F.2d 272, 205 
USPQ215(CCPA 1980). 

5. With regards to claims 1-10, Kawaguchi et al. in view of Moore disclose method for 
controlling a dual engine hybrid electric vehicle having engine generator capable of supplying 
electrical energy to a vehicle, comprising the steps of: 

applying electrical energization from a direct current power source by inverting 
an output voltage of the direct current source to alternating current to the dynamoelectric 
machine for operation thereof as a motor to drive the shaft in rotation in response to an 
initiation input (Moore; column 5, line 50 to column 6, line 63); 

sensing the rotational speed of the shaft (Moore; column 3, line 53); 
sensing the temperature of the engine (Moore; column 4, lines 49-52); 
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in response to a sensed rotational speed that meets a first predetermined speed 
threshold and a sensed engine temperature that meets a predetermined temperature 
threshold, supplying fuel to the engine and activating ignition of the engine for operation 
thereof as a prime mover (Moore; column 5, line 50 to column 6, line 63); and 

after a predetermined time period of engine prime mover operation, activating the 
dynamoelectric machine for operation thereof as a generator by producing an alternating 
current output of the dynamoelectric machine and converting the alternating current 
output to a direct current output, and further comprising the step of applying the direct 
current output to charge the battery to provide an electrical current output (Moore; 
column 5, line 50 to column 6, line 63); 

applying the direct current output to drive the traction motor; 

wherein dynamoelectric machine generator operation is activated when the sensed 
shaft rotational speed meets a second predetermined speed threshold higher than the first 
predetermined threshold; 

terminating the supply of fuel to the engine when the engine is to be stopped; 

maintaining ignition activation of the engine after the fuel supply has been 
terminated; and 

deactivating engine ignition after a preset time period when fuel has been 
eliminated from the engine, thereby to avoid engine backfire; and 

wherein the range extender is self contained within an enclosure (Kawaguchi et 
al; 14) that is independent of a vehicle and the steps of applying electrical energization to 
the dynamoelectric machine, supplying fuel to the engine, activating ignition of the 
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engine, activating the dynamoelectric machine, terminating the supply of fuel and 



deactivating engine ignition, are controlled by a controller contained within the 



enclosure. 



Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pedro J. Cuevas whose telephone number is (571) 272-2021. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on (571) 272-2044. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contacMfce^lectronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Peafo J. Cuevas 
March 7, 2006 




